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the Achaemenian Kings of Persia, and especially the great
one of Darius I at Behistun. On this Darius tells the story
of his campaigns and his government, with constant reference
to the evidently deep religious faith that sustained him. The
relation of that religion to the Avestan system is discussed in
Early Zoroastrianism, ch. ii.

It may be convenient if we summarize here the views of the
development of Parsi religion which are presumed in this
book. For the defence of novel features in them, reference
may be made to the author's Hibbert Lectures, or in briefer
form to the little Cambridge Manual. Zarathushtra was a
Reformer who came to a people holding the ancient nature-
worship still found without fundamental alteration in the

JRigveda. Their gods were Sky and Earth, Sun and Moon,
Fire, Rivers and Winds. They offered worship on open hill-
tops, jmdjhad no temples. An intoxicating drink called
Sauma was believed to confer immortality. The gods were
collectively called daivas (Skt. deva% Av. dacva^ Lat. <icu$9
Engl. 7>#v-day), or * heavenly ones'. Zarathushtra preached
a spiritual monotheism~centring on the worship of Ahnra

^Mazdah) 'the Wise Lord*. He rejected the daeva gods,
declaring that they had ' chosen violence': their worshippers
had rejected his preaching, and cruelly used the peaceful
rayats who accepted his religion. Hence the old name for
gods became a name for devils. The only divine beings he
will admit are abstractions, not so much angels as an integral
part of the Being of God. Over against the Spirit of Good
there stands ' Falsehoodf, the power of evil which fights
against Good, destined to be utterly destroyed at the last,
with all who take the wrong side in the great struggle. The
followers of Truth will go to live for ever in the * House of
Song* with Mazdah.

This pure and simple faith is set forth in the Gatfias, or
Hymns, which form the central part of the Avesta. The
Later Avesta, in verse and prose, shows at every point that it
must be separated by some centuries from the Gathas, from